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Navy:  Sheboygan  Seabee's  death
was  murder
By  Eric  Litke  
Gannett Wisconsin Newspapers

A U.S. Navy Seabee in custody for the shooting death of a Sheboygan Seabee at a Guam naval base last week will be
charged with shooting him intentionally, a U.S. Navy spokeswoman said today.

Lt. Col. Kyra Hawn said charges are expected to be filed within several weeks against a 23-year-old man in the shooting of
Petty Officer 2nd Class Jared Krutke, 24. 

Krutke, who leaves behind a wife and 18-month-old daughter, was shot March 14 at Camp Covington on the U.S. territory
in the Western Pacific. 

Hawn said the Navy cannot release details on the shooting until charges are filed because that information could
compromise the case investigators are building. 

ÒWe wish we could say more because we owe that to the family and the public,Ó Hawn said. 

ÒThe burden of evidence that is required in any kind of capital charge is significantly more strenuous, so thatÕs what weÕre
looking at is ensuring that if it goes forward in that way itÕs as tight as possible,Ó she said. ÒWe feel thatÕs the right thing to
do to make sure the charges that come out of this are appropriate and substantiable.Ó 

Hawn has said the shootings occurred near the unit armory where Krutke worked as a gunner's mate. He was assigned to
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 74 and was responsible for maintaining the inventory and upkeep of weapons at the
unitÕs armory. 

A second Seabee, a 20-year-old man, was critically wounded in the shooting that killed Krutke, but he is recovering from his
injuries, Hawn said. 

Krutke graduated from Sheboygan County Christian High School in 2001, just prior to joining the Navy. He married his wife
Nicole, an Oostburg High School graduate, in 2002. 

KrutkeÕs body will be returned to Sheboygan County for burial; plans for services are pending, his family said.

Eric Litke writes for the Sheboygan Press. 
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